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SUBJECT: SSOD: MEETING OF US AND SOVIET DELEGATION AT 
THE SSOD 

1 . UPON SOVIET INITIATIVE, THE DELEGATIONS OE 

THE US AND USSR TO THE SPECIAL SESSION ON DISARMAMENT 
(SSOD) MET AT THE SOVIET UN MISSION ON MAY 25 EOR 
A BRIEE EXCHANGE OE VIEWS. SECRETARY VANCE HEADED THE US 
DELEGATION, AND EOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO HEADED THE 
SOVIET DEL. THE ATMOSPHERE THROUGHOUT THE MEETING WAS 
ERIENDLY AND CORDIAL. EOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO OPENED 
THE MEETING BY INTRODUCING THE MEMBERS OE THE SOVIET 
DELEGATION TO THEIR AMERICAN COUNTERPARTS. HE SAID THAT 
THE SOVIET DELEGATION WANTED TO COOPERATE WITH US DELEGA- 
TION THROUGHOUT THE SPECIAL SESSION AND WAS PREPARED TO 
MEET WITH US EITHER IN SMALL OR LARGE GROUPS TO TRY TO 
RESOLVE OUTSTANDING ISSUES. THE US AND USSR, HE SAID, 

HAVE MAJOR RESPONSIBILITY IN THE FTET.D OF DISARMAMENT 
AS WELL AS A COMMON VIEW ON MANY IMPORTANT 
ISSUES BEING RAISED BY THE SPECIAL SESSION. 

2. SECRETARY VANCE RESPONDED TO GROMYKO'S STATEMENT BY 
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INDICATING THAT THE US WAS ALSO PREPARED TO COOPERATE 
WITH THE SOVIET DELEGATION ON CONSULTATIONS DURING THE 
SPECIAL SESSION IN ORDER TO TRY TO ASSURE A SUCCESSEUL 
OUTCOME. HE EMPHASIZED THAT THE US WAS DEEPLY COMMITTED 
TO THE SUCCESSEUL OUTCOME BOTH AT THE SPECIAL SESSION 
AND TO OUR CURRENT NEGOTIATING EEEORTS IN THE ARMS CONTROL 
AREA. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


3. THE SECRETARY INTRODUCED THE US DEL AND IN PARTICULAR, 
RECALLED HE ROLE OF GOVERNOR HARRIMAN IN THE 1963 NEGO- 
TIATIONS ON LIMITED TEST BAN TREATY. GROMYKO IN TURN 
PRAISED HARRIMAN'S INITIATIVE AND RESOURCEEULNESS IN 
THOSE NEGOTIATIONS AND SAID THAT SUCH AN APPROACH WAS 
NEEDED TO ASSURE FURTHER POSITIVE RESULTS IN BILATERAL 
AND MULTILATERAL ARMS CONTROL EEFORTS. 

4. COMMENT: THIS WAS CLEARLY A GET-TOGETHER KIND OF 
MEETING WHICH DID NOT GO INTO SUBSTANCE. NONETHELESS, 
NO REEERENCE WAS MADE TO ANY OE THE OUTSTANDING ISSUES 
RAISED IN THE VICE-PRESIDENT'S SPEECH, E.G., THE SS-20. 

IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN, HOWEVER, WHETHER THIS GENERALLY 
POSITIVE TONE OF THIS MEETING WILL TRANSLATE ITSELF 
INTO A FLEXIBLE POSITION DURING THE SPECIAL SESSION. 

YOUNG 
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